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fhe primary military aeset of Turkey 1az her army, totally 280,000
personnel, orgenized into 16 Infantry Livisions and thyee Cavalry Livisicns,
- all at Lﬁi&g@%@ii 20, In addition thers sre 6 irmored Brigaces at full
%0 plus supporting and service elements, The present conseript gystem
insures that troops who have recantly completed thoir sarvice are availsble
te ralse wnits to £ull TO strength and to form additional units up to the
Umit of Turkish logistical capacity.

The mimy is primarily a defensive iforce and is tysined in that role,
”he Turkish peasent hes treditionally exhibdted great deterninsticn to
resist any invader, a fuctor whioh current organization and tralning exploit,

The defensive role of ths Turkish Army is aided ty fevorsbis terrain

Both in the Zest and the . est. In the Last) the road net is sparsc and
the terrain tends to canalize invading forces, ¥%hile it is true that
the same sparse road net hinders Turkish capabilitics to reinforce fyom the
more populous hest, still it is boldieved that on the whole terrain favors
ﬂy’?&f the defenge, In the “e8t, the Straite, a major vater barrier backed by
\éﬁ’} blly o meuntalnous terrain, facilitetes defeneive ection, European
Turkey, apart from the Gelibolu feninsula, unfortunately offers fow
nstural barriers to invesion, Un the other band, ihe suiteble lending
/} buc&m for major amphildcue landings along the Hlsck Sem are nearly all
2 baﬁk&d Wy hilly and mountaincus Lelts shieh offer good opportunities for
denylog beach exitsy
Slnce 1948 a United States kilitary ission has been engaged in
sypervising the training of the Turkish Army. During this pericd a solid
ground sork has been lai¢ by the crention of g sycten of {raining sckools,
& flow of trainsd Twiish personnal has been. maintained at a high
level, On the advise of the U.:. #issdon, the Turks have rehgarized
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their staff system and the relationship between the General Staff and
$he Defanse iiniﬂr}. The delivery of modern materiel has greatly
shanged the capabilities of the Turkish Ground Foroes. This program
is sontinuing, with deliveries during the current yeer centering on
re~equipping Army snd Corps Artillery and support and service units,
The Mission program during the ourreni year will emphasise inspection
of unite %o insure that dootrine maught in the schools is put into effect
in the néid. It is expeoted that the snd of the present year will ses
s mush higher level of combat efficienoy in fisld units than heretofore.
fo summarize, the basia of Turkish Military strength is her army
in being, of which 16 Infantry Divisions, § Cavalry Divisions, 6 Armored
Brigades fora the major units plus supporting ‘and umda slements, This
aray has & tradition of offective defensive asction, has recently been
reorganized along modern staff lines, is squipped with essentisl modern
nateriel, end has a modern school systenm funotioning. Terrain is
favorable for the efense of Turkey.

Militery Weaknesses

fhe industrial imaturity of the sountry s the fundamontal wesimess
in the Turkish militery orgamiration. This results in en klmost Somplete
relisnce on outeide supplies for materlel and in sn ebszence of a reservoir
of oivilian pesrsonnel trained in running and maintaining meohanized
sguipment. 1"ur’:hermwe,l the current two. year conseription period ie too
short a time to train raw pesssntry in the maintenance of modern motor
yohioles,

Amother major weskness 1s the current severe shortage of carser XCOs
and teohnical sergesnts. Budgetery limitation secounts for this shortege

and steps are underwsy %o remedy the mattes,
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Other military weaknesses stem from the inadequate road and rail
transport net, despite the effort currently being put imto improvimg
this matter, through the U.8. Public Rosds Groups snd ECA.

Further there is evidsnce that the Turkish military establishment
is not jo'b opoﬁting at full efficiency sfter the reorganization of the
Wnistry of Defense and the General Staff. In addition, scme semior
Tarkish officers are unfamiliar with, eor still uncomvinced of, the
potentialities offered by the mew squipment.

Politioal and Sociolpgiocal Stremgths and Weaknesses

The homogemsity of the Turkish nation is am important fastor in
Turkey's strength. Turkey is now overwhelmingly Noslem and Turkish, amd
minority groups are limited im mumbers amd importance. No political
party hap emerged or beexn permittsd to emerge which advocates anything
but the strongest opposition te Soviet aims vis-a-yvis Turkey. The Turkish
Oommunist Party is weak snd underground, snd although a ring of agents
is uncovered from time %o time, it remains unimportant.

Although urbamiszation is proceeding epace, rights of trade unions
are still limited and there is mo sffective labor organizstion suitable
for Communists to paﬁotrate. There iz some indication, however, that
students living sbroad have beem & target for Communists. There appears
t5 be no weakening in the stability of the natien.

Economic Stremgth and Weaknesses

ki

Compared with other nations in the Balkan/Levsnt Area, Turkey is
reletively strong economically, snd given an sdequate investment program,
‘eould do much to improve her present position. Umtil recently, all
suterprise flmctie%neﬁnmr & policy of #tatism, or development by govern~
ment-owned corporations, owing to a legacy of suspicion towsrds foreign
gepital. This s proved expensive a;td cumbersome and an attempt is
ourrently being made to improve condltions for private business. In
addition, under the asgis of ECA, & major program of capital investment

is in progress.
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The major ecomomic handicap is the burden resulting from the
necessity of mainteining a lergs standing srmy. Curremtly an estimated
36.5 percent of the total budget is expended on defencec and securlty
services. This is probably & smaller burden than durimg World wer II,
and 88 & result of the U.S. aid program, it represenis better value
for the money. However, it remains the major facter in limiting
sconomic development within the country.

Turkish Militery Capebilities

_5&1:1!1‘: Bnlg&rit

It is estimsted that Turkey osn hold the naturally strong Gelibeluw
peninsula and thus deny the use of the exit from the Sex of Marmora to

the Aegean Ses. If Turkey feels free to deploy additional troops in

" the Cataloa linme west of Istanbul she can possibly hold both this line

snd Istandbul against an sttack by Bulgerian Forces alene. The ability
of the Bulgarieas to mount an amphibious qpeﬂtien to turn the Besphorus
defonses is questiomable. &W‘V“’T 8 Ltautut

Canclusion

© 3¢ Turkey fecls free to deploy additional foreces, she can probebly

repsl an atisck by Bulgaris slone and retain portions of Burcpean 'i'i'arhy
including Istanbul. Turkey oan hold Gelibolu and withstand Bulgariam
penetrations across the Besphorus amd Sea of Marmors.

_ktmt Soviet and Satellite Attack

Esgbers Anatolia

Turkish defense planning envisages the use of fixed defenses to held
the kay road junctien of Ersurum, with other forces holding the passes
&n the Bitlis aree gnd tho coast road from Trabrzon. In this area of
posr rosds and difficult terrainm, only very light ferces are msintsined
foyward of Erzurum, but it is doubted whether suy large mechanized
Mtf@*c}!imlébeuga}'u}}x deployed ageinst Erzurum. Henmce, Tmrkish

forees there will be faced with troops hevimg horse drawn equipment

similar to their own and will meet them on more nearly equel terms tham
might be the case elsswhere.
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It i» estimated thet the Turks will put up s very siubbera
reslstance with the means at thelr disposal btbut thet they are only
eapable of withatanding attacks by relatively mimor :&rnaa. Against
an Mg@g&;’ggdm Boviet Poroes, they are mot believed to
be @apu’bh‘ of prolenged rnitﬁmcq but only of delayimg sotiom. As
the Boviet forces ﬁvamw. there should be excellent opportunities
effered for guerrilla warfare aleng the limes of commumicatien.

Amphibious Lendings Aleng the Blaok Ses Coast

It is estimated that the Turke coa possibly contain smphibious
landings either in the Samsun sree or other points by defensive action
in the hills inland.

Thrace and the Siraits

The Turks can possibly hold Gelibolu against an sll out Soviet
attack, and probably camnot hold the Catales line and Istambul itself.
1% ix estimatoed that the Turks can possibly hold the Easterm shors of
the Streits sgainst an all-cut attack. Hewever, w crossing of the
ﬁra&ﬁ gould mot be dome gqulekly unless local smphiblous lendisgs were
made West of Eregli.  LWalf, wly wob’

The Turks are ospeble of fighting a dslaying defensive sotion
inland along the approaches te Ankora. Eowever, it would only be a
matier of time and the size of the ground forces at the dispesal of
-the lessl Soviet commander bvefore most i.uportan}; urban centers were
overrun and Turkish resintance limited to Mu in the
ssutheast near Iskenderon.

| The Southeast

The mountainous Lerrain shielding the port of Iskenderon offers
opportunity for resistance by Turkieh Forces, which would have to be
supplied by sea. Soviet lines of communications would be very
vulnerable to guerrilla action based on the rugged terrain snd a loyal
anti-Soviet couniry population.
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Sezelusion

furkish capabilities are limited to succontul. resistance to
Bulgarian atiack, if redeployment is posaible. Aguinst an a}l-out

Bevist attack, Turkey is oapsble only of stubborn resistance to Boriet

 farces, delsying Soviet advances inland. She is inoapsble of

sucsessful defense, if the Soviets wish te deploy sufficient stremgth
to oceupy the imhabited seotions of the sountry. The Turks are
eapable of continued guerrilla werfere against Boviet lines of com~
mmniestions sand might hold a redoubt srea in the southeast, if supplied
by ses.

Although it is conceded that the Turks have no oapsbility for
alleout defense, it is estimated that with even a mediun of outside
sssistance, particularly eir, an lftmpt to subjugate the country com=
pletely could be slow end costly. Hence, any strengthening of the
sembat capsbilities of the Turkish Army cén only act as a deterrent to
goviet motion in this theatre.

Z!fn S‘kratsgga Importance of Turkey's n;&mm

a. Deterrent Effect on Sayiat-ﬁutonita Hmi«m in the Bﬂlkmc
and gd&h Enat

The U.5.8.R., through control of her Satellites-~Rumsnia snd
M5nria~-has lsnd transport routes to Greece mnd Yugoslavia. Con-
tiguous land frontiers permit military land action against Greecs and
Yuzoslavis without relisnce on routes through Turkey. the Turks have

shown themselves unwilling to enter inte say military agreement with

‘meighboring countries which would obligate them to come to the assist~

suce of those countries in time of war, and, furthermore, Turkey has
negligible capsbilities for offensive setion. Therefore, it is
unlikely thet Turkey's pro-U.S. sttitude iz a major consideration

affecting Soviet-Satellite expansionism in the Balkans.

3 .
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The U,5,%.0, baz a contiguous land frontier with Iran and has
the option of military occupstion of that country at any tize if she
deems it profitsble for the foviet Usnlon, Therefore, it is unlikely
that the pro-U.C. alignment of Twrkey i& a factor affecting ioviet
territorial expaneionism in Irap, @r for that matier, in the rest
of the ¥idile Zest, On the other hand, wmder present clroumstances,

@ Twrkey's pro-~ieatern slignment snd firm enti-Commuiist stand mekes
C}*”t} Communirt efforts to pensirvale and wndermine cther Govermmenis in the
ayes Wy sulversive tactics more diffieult,
éh(,umt’)‘ (0 Imidab Conlrel of the Stxsdis
Continued Turkish coantyol of the Ltraits allows hexr to

arkey's I
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limit, if she sees fit, their use as a passage for Black lea-iased
sutarines seeking %o operats againsi ses traffic in the Hediterranean,
Thie could be very Important to U.S. interseste, since the comsiruction
of the nes oil lines to the Levant Coast renders tanker traffic
wxtrenely valneraile to suwimarine sction iy Soviet sulmsrines operabing
from the Black lea. Turkey could alse interdict suwrface supply ships
supporting Soviet milictary activitdes in the iegean/Adristic area,

I£-the-Furks-allosed-free- passage for Soviet-suomerines throngh
e Aty tiowhepoan-ares - by means of-sew-trensporty

(2) :

“ Twrke, Wy itoell affords vory ‘:.‘Littla rotection to the il

1 fields and refineries in ithe kiddle Zast, Sow—hwreed$, although the Turkish
\X‘-NJ position does afford some protection to the oil pipe line from Xuwait and

La

Haudl Arable to easlern Hediterransan teymind,

v & oo In gonjunction sith other Vestern forces, the Turks would
&

J}r" provice a consideraile threst to the {lank of s Loviet move into the
Tﬁﬁ v oll producing srea: and a deter ant to a Soviet athagk,

W
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Bases to the U.S.

{3) Zurkish sttitude to Gramt

It is obvious that the granting of forward air bases in
?urkcy would greatly incremse the capabilities of the U.S5. Air Foroce
wnits.undertaking offensive metion sgafnst the Soviets. The Turks

sdurrtle con
anmg to grani base righta to the U.S. g:n;-‘;:@nd

:m the U, S, mede a definite commitment to assist

!
f

Tarkey in case she were attackedy o | M. U§ aTully e G 'rmkt-«»&lt
T UL NEVURRN i

{4) Main Bffect of Change in Turkish Alignment

it ﬁhe Soviets wers able to use the Turkish rail and rosd

& :y!tm from Istantul to Iskenderun, the 1ogistical protlems of supporting

Boviet forces which were passing down the Levant cosst in route te Sues
would be materially lessened.

Pnﬁhnlogical Impact of Turkey's Aliﬁmtfk on Other Balkan~-Middls

East Countries
The firm soti-Communist stand and pro-Western position of Turkey

sorves to bolster the ;ro-#estern sentiment in adjacent countries. A

reversal of Turkey's position in this regard would wndermine the existing
pro-Western sentiment, perticularly in the Arab ares,

Y. Probable Turkish Courses of Action in the Event of War and the

miutions Thereef

& Twrkish Beaction to Soviet or Satellite Assault on Turke
W
{3} Isolated Aotien Azainst Turkey as a Whole '

Turkey will resist any attack on her territory to the utmost

of her capabilitiecs,.

{2) Isolated Action Against the Straits Area Only

As adove,.
{3) Aetion Against Turkey as & Part of a General War

As Above,
be Turkish Feaotion to Isolated Soviet or Satellite Action Against

2 X Countr
Irsn

O

Bhould Soviet forces attack Iran, and a general war no% break
out A%oPBG8d FOIPRRIAIS 2BOARIY/SA M CHE RO IR ARA0300020005 this as

SECRET
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reason for imtervention. Un the conirary, there are indiestions that
the Turke view Iranian capsbilities for defense against Soviet attack
sc low that they would be very reluctant to intervene in any way.

Pespite the prelininary staff tslks which have been undertaken
between the Greck Gmersl Staff and the Turkish Gemeral Staff, the
Turks are not likely to commlt themselves to any joint sctiom with
Gresce unless a definite prior commitment to sid Turkey has been made
By the HATO Powers.

Tugosiavia

fhere are no indications thet Turkey would come to the assistande
of Tugoslavia.

Dther Targets

Iz the event of Communist-imspired aggtession against either a
or nedrby
distent/country, which celled for U.N. sotion similar to that inm Wores,
furkey cen be expected to offer military foreces for use by the U.W.

ageinst the aggressor. -~ Ao, * g\w“?
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